The Churches of The Guardian ﬂlnge[s

and Saint Nicholas

215 Second Street West, Chaska, MN 55318 e www.gachaska.org e (952) 227-4000
412 Fourth Street West, Carver, MN 55315 o www.stnicholascarver.org e (952) 448-2345

Office Hours

Monday: 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Thursday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Guardian Angels Staff
Parish Office Front Desk:

info@gachaska.org
952-227-4000

Father Tony VanderLoop, Pastor:
frtonyvanderloop@gachaska.org
(952) 679-9415

Deacon John Cleveland:
jcleveland@gachaska.org

Joel Swanson, Business Administrator/

Safe Environment Coordinator:
jswanson@gachaska.org
(952) 227-4001

Brittany Kaufmann, Director of Music
and Liturgy:
bkaufmann@gachaska.org

(952) 466-6969

Fran Oprosko, Director of Faith
Formation and Youth Ministry:
foprosko@gachaska.org

(952) 466-6984

Viviana Sotro, Latino Ministry
Coordinator:
vsotro@gachaska.org

(952) 227-4010

Bulletin:
bulletin@gachaska.org

Prayer Chain:
prayer@gachaska.org

Saint Nicholas Staff
Father Tony VanderLoop, Pastor:
frtonyvanderloop@gachaska.org
(952) 679-9415

Joel Swanson, Business Administrator/
Safe Environment Coordinator:
jswanson@gachaska.org

(952) 227-4001

Father Jim Devorak, Retired

15T SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

—

“Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when

the time will come.”
- Mk 13:33

xcerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1920 CCD.

December 3rd, 2023

Weekly Liturgy Schedule / Horario de Misas

Sunday Masses:
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. at Saint Nicholas
Sunday: 12:30 p.m. in Spanish

Daily Masses:
Tuesday: 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m.
Friday: 6:00 p.m.

bilingual at Saint Nicholas

Reconciliation:

Saturday: 8:00 -8:45 a.m.
Saturday: 3:15 -4:15 p.m.
Or by appointment

Eucharistic Adoration:
Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Misas dominicales:

Sadbado: 4:30 p.m.
Domingo: 8:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.
Domingo: 12:30 p.m. en espaiiol

Misas diarias:

Martes: 5:30 p.m.
Miércoles: 8:00 a.m.
Jueves : 8:00 a.m.
Viernes: 6:00 p.m.

bilinglie en San Nicolas

Reconciliacidn:

Sabado: 8:00-8:45 a.m.
Sdbado: 3:15-4:15 p.m.

Adoracion Eucaristica:
Jueves: 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

Grupo de Oracion
Jueves: 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.




Guardian Angels Lay Leadership Positions
Dan Bergner, Trustee: (952) 367-7432
Kris Janey, Trustee: (612) 325-9284
Leo Forner, Facilities Council Chair: (952) 448-3312
Steve Rasmussen, Cemetery Board Chair: (952) 227-4000
Scott Guillemette, Finance Council Chair: (952) 227-4000
Bill Van Hecke, Pastoral Council Chair: (612) 812-8615

Saint Nicholas Lay Leadership Positions

JoAnn Hasse, Cemetery: (612) 708-4118

Darlene Mahowald, Prayer Chain/Funeral: (952) 448-4464
John Turek, Trustee, Finance/Property Chair: (952) 448-2345
Dan Svoboda, Trustee: (952) 448-2345

Prayer Garden: (952) 913-4964

BULLETIN SUBMITTALS

Please submit announcements, feature articles, or event
summaries for the bulletin for Guardian Angels or St. Nicholas
by email at bulletin@gachaska.org by 12 p.m. the Tuesday
before. Photographs must be in .jpg format.

ENVIOS AL BOLETIN

Si tiene algo que enviar para el boletin de Guardian Angels o

St. Nicholas, envie un correo electrénico a bulltin@gachaska.org
antes de las 12:00 p.m. el martes anterior. Fotografia debe estar
en formato .jpg.

GET THE BULLETIN EMAILED DIRECTLY
TO YOU!

Did you know that you can get this bulletin sent to your email
inbox? You can! Text GACHASKA to 84576, add your email
address, and join the “Bulletin” group.

RECIBE EL BOLETIN POR CORREO
ELECTRONICO ;DIRECTAMENTE A USTED!

éSabias que puedes recibir este boletin en tu bandeja de
entrada de correo electrénico? jPuedes! Envie un mensaje de
texto con GACHASKA al 84576, agregue su direccién de correo
electrdnico y Unase al grupo "Boletin".

ANOINTING

If you wish to receive an anointing please call the Parish
Office: (952) 227-4000.

HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME,
AND HOMEBOUND VISITS

Churches are no longer notified by hospitals or nursing homes
when a parishioner is admitted unless the family has requested
it. If you or a family member are homebound, hospitalized or in
a nursing home and would like a visit from a member of the
ministry staff, please call the Parish Office.

Church Calendar
Monday, December 4th
4:00 p.m. Huskies Basketball, Gym
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Francis Hall

Tuesday, December 5th

5:30 p.m. Mass, & Mary Meyer
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal, GA Choir Loft

Wednesday, December 6th
8:00 a.m. Mass, T Barbara McDonald

6:15 p.m. Faith Formation, GA Campus Wide

Thursday, December 7th

8:00 a.m. Mass, T Mary Meyer
4:00 p.m. Huskies Basketball, Gym

Friday, December 8th

12:00 p.m. Mass, For the People
7:00 p.m. Mass, T Wilfred Langer and Family

Saturday, December 9th

8:00 a.m. Reconciliation, GA Church

3:15 p.m. Reconciliation, GA Church

4:00 p.m. Cursillo: Ultreya, St. Francis Hall

4:30 p.m. Mass, i Ray and Bob Therres

5:30 p.m. Middle and High School Youth Group, Gym

Sunday, December 10th

8:00 a.m. Mass, 1~ Giles and Clarice VanSloun
9:00 a.m. Coffee and Donuts, St. Francis Hall, ???
10:00 a.m. Mass, T Sandra Boecker

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Donuts, St. Francis Hall, ???

10:00 a.m. Mass (SN), For the Well-Being of Joanne Aronson

12:30 p.m. Mass (Spanish), For the People




Mass Intentions:

Mass intentions may be for the living and/or the departed,
with a 7 designating in the bulletin a deceased person.
There is a $10 suggested donation per Mass intention.
Permission from the sick person or his/her family must be
granted before a name’s inclusion in these prayers. To
schedule a Mass intention, please call the Parish Office.

Baptism:

Our Baptism Belonging Class is required for all parents as a
first step to Baptism of your child. Please call Father Tony
VanderLoop, Pastor, at 952-679-9415 to sign up for a
class. We encourage Godparents to attend. Baptisms are
scheduled once per month after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Mass. Special dates requested for Baptism will be consid-
ered and accommodated depending on circumstances.

Matrimony:

Marriage preparation is required. Please call Father Tony
VanderlLoop, Pastor, at 952-679-9415 at least 8 months in
advance.

Communion for the Homebound:

When we come together to pray at our Eucharistic liturgy,
we do not forget the members of our community who are
unable to be with us because of ill health. We remember
them in our prayers, and we wish to include them in our
Holy Communion. Members of our community bring the
Blessed Sacrament to them to comfort them and to unite
us in the Eucharist. We are not always aware of those who
have this need. Please call the Parish Office to let us know
if you or a member of your family would like to have Holy
Communion brought to them. Then we can schedule a
time for our ministers to visit and bring the Sacrament.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
(4)/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21,
24-27
Friday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/
Lk 1:26-38
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—
10:1, 53, 6-8
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/2 Pt
3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Domingo: Is 63, 16-17. 19; 64, 2-7/Sal 79, 2-3. 15-16. 18-19
(4)/1 Co 1, 3-9/Mc 13, 33-37
Lunes: Is 2, 1-5/Sal 121, 1-2. 3-4. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9/Mt 8, 5-11
Martes: Is 11, 1-10/Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17/Lc 10, 21-24
Miércoles: Is 25, 6-10/Sal 22, 1-3. 3-4. 5. 6/Mt 15, 29-37

Jueves: Is 26, 1-6/Sal 117, 1y 8-9. 19-21. 25-27/Mt 7, 21. 24-
27

Viernes: Gn 3, 9-15. 20/Sal 97, 1. 2-3. 3-4/Ef 1, 3-6. 11-12/Lc 1,
26-38

Sabado: Is 30, 19-21. 23-26/Sal 146, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/Mt 9, 35—
10, 1.5.6-8

Domingo siguiente: Is 40, 1-5. 9-11/Sal 84, 9-10. 11-12. 13-14
(8)/2 Pe 3, 8-14/Mc 1, 1-8

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
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We are the servants of God, each with his or her
own task. We will be judged good stewards if, at
His coming, He finds us ready and conscientiously
pursuing the tasks to which we have been called.

Maintenance Expenses Paid 7/1/23 to Date:

Friary Doors (1/3 down), Church Fence (2nd half), Repair
Sanctuary/Sacristy windows, replace furnace room
windows, down payment on church boilers.

Year-To-Date 7/1/23—11/27/23

Guardian Angels St. Nicholas

Budget $311,102 $25,014
Sunday Collection $23,175 $1,231
Contributions $4,569 $1,000
Total Giving $268,626 $26,555
Amount above or below -$42,476 +5$1,541
Guardian Angels Maintenance Fund:
7/1/23—09/30/23 Contributions: $18,281
7/1/23—09/30/23 Expenses: $47,112
Fund Balance: $145,421

Please remember the Church of the Guardian Angels or Saint Nicholas in your Will.




WHY BEGIN WITH SMALL GROUPS

Dear brothers and sisters,

This article will be part of a series of articles on small groups. So, why small groups for our
parishes of the archdiocese? This is an apt question. The archbishop could not help but
recall the more than 35,000 comments in our three-year synod process that began in
2019. These comments eventually yielded 40 propositions that were discerned, discussed
and voted on at the historic Synod Assembly after a team from each parish did the same.
It was clear that many comments related to small groups. The archbishop prayed and
reflected on the example of Jesus himself as he lived his public ministry in the company of
friends. We could say that in choosing the Twelve Apostles, Jesus formed the original Christian small group,
and once again set the example by saying, “Follow me.” Now, throughout history Christians have done just
that. They have formed small groups to renew the Church. For example, many religious orders started when
a saint formed a small group.

One example of a saint who started small groups was Saint Paul, our patron. On his missionary
journeys Saint Paul collaborated closely with a lay couple, Priscilla and Aquila, whom he called his
“co-workers in Christ Jesus.” Paul writes of them, “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus,
who risked their necks for my life to whom not only | am grateful, but also all the churches of the Gentiles;
greet also the Church at their house” (Romans 16: 3-5). The phrase “...at their house” reveals to us that
Priscilla and Aquilla were co-workers with Paul precisely in their leadership of a small group of the Christian
faithful who gathered regularly in their home.

In fact, we could say that the “house church” of the New Testament was a kind of small group. In the
early Church, lay persons were charged with caring for a representative group of the faithful that met at their
house. Saint Paul was trying to spread the Christian faith throughout Rome, Corinth, and Syria. As we would
imagine that it was not highly developed in those cultures at the time, we can also imagine how consoling it
was for him to know that lay persons were charged with caring for a representative group of the faithful who
met at their house. Acts 5:42 helps us to understand what this must have been like and can be for us. It says,
“All day long, both at the temple and in their homes, they did not stop teaching and proclaiming the Messiah,
Jesus.”

This speaks of a dual strategy in the early church in that there is preaching “from above” publicly in
the temple. But there is also preaching “from below” or “house by house” as was done in the home of
Priscilla and Aquila. This was part of the key to the success of evangelization in the early church. Under the
authority of the Church and the apostles, lay people felt free and empowered to proclaim Jesus house by
house, to care for one another, and even to shepherd small groups of the faithful who were gathering in
their home.

Now, even recent popes have written about small groups. It should be no wonder why, with this
direction “from above” and with the synod “from below” that our own archbishop sees this as an essential
point of beginning for renew in our local church. Saint John Paul Il envisioned the parish as a community of
communities: “One way of renewing parishes, especially urgent for parishes in large cities, might be to
consider the parish as a community of communities and movements. It seems timely therefore to form
ecclesial communities and groups of a size that allows for true human relationships. (Ecclesia in America,
1999, no. 41). Our archbishop envisions Jesus marvelously proclaimed by priests and deacons at church, but
also “house by house” by lay persons who have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to be missionary
disciples within the Catholic Church.

We are entrusted with making this a reality! The archbishop wants everyone to be part of a small
group. Imagine how we can change the world around us if we do. Come, Holy Spirit, come!

Father Tony



CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIAL

This Christmas, consider donating money towards the
purchase of Christmas flowers in memory or honor of
a loved one. You can use your church envelope
marked “Christmas Flowers,” list the name(s) of your
loved one(s) on the back side, and drop it in the
collection basket. Alternatively, you could use your
own envelope including the donation, the name(s) of
your loved one(s) to be remembered or honored, and
your name as the donor. Thank you!

THE ALPHA WOMEN’S CENTER
THANKS YOU!

The Alpha Women’s Center would like to thank all
parishioners who supported the Baby Bottle
Campaign. We collected $1237 in support of mothers
and fathers who need us in order to choose life.
Thank you very much for all of your support!

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC
PILGRIMAGE: MARIAN ROUTE

May 19th—July 16th
Starting on Pentecost Sunday, May 19th, four
processions starting at different locations around the
country will begin and end at the Eucharistic
Congress. The route coming trough the Archdiocese
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis is the Marian Route,
which departs from the headwaters of the
Mississippi, and will descend through the
midwestern United States. There is also an
opportunity for Catholics ages 19-29 to serve as
Perpetual Pilgrims. These pilgrims will travel with a
priest chaplain and Jesus in the Eucharist throughout
the pilgrimage. Learn more about the stops,
Perpetual Pilgrim opportunity, and more at
archspm.org/national-eucharistic-pilgrimage-marian-
route.

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
MINISTRY
All gifts are due back by Sunday, December 10th.

Please bring them to Church or to the Parish Office
during open hours.

Thank you to everyone who took a tag, donated
gifts, prayed for those less fortunate, and made a
difference in the life of a parishioner this Christmas!

Sharing the JOY of the birth of Jesus!

OUR UPCOMING ADVENT
LITURGIES

Our All-Parish Penance Service will take place today,
Sunday, December 3rd at 4:00 p.m.

Our Masses of the Immaculate Conception will take
place this Friday, December 8th at 12:00 p.m. in
English and 7:00 p.m. Bilingual. This is a Holy Day of
Obligation. Come and prepare for Emmanuel—our
God who is with us!

RETIREMENT FUND FOR THE
RELIGIOUS

You can help. “Religious are blessed to serve,” says
Dominican Father Bertrand Ebben, age 90. Please
donate to the Retirement Fund for Religious next
week. Your gift will provide essential care for nearly
25,000 senior sisters, brothers, and religious order
priests who have dedicated their lives to serving
others. Let us show our gratitude to these selfless
individuals by giving generously.



21ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
COOKIE WALK BAKE SALE

December 16th and 17th in St. Francis Hall after the
4:30 p.m., 8 a.m., and 10 a.m. Masses. All
parishioners are asked to donate their favorite
cookies, bars, breads, and candies. Drop off treats
starting at 3:30 p.m. Saturday. This is your
opportunity to dazzle us with your baking abilities.
Choose from hundreds of cookies and bars to build a
custom tray of your favorites. Trays are weighed and
priced $9/pound. These are the best Christmas
goodies in town. Hosted by Guardian Angels Council
19.

This event is eligible for a matching grant from
Catholic United Financial of up to $1000.

Local Rep.: Team Countryside (800) 568-6670,
www.catholicunitedfinancial.org

Catholic United

ORDINATION TO THE
PERMANENT DIACONATE

Saturday, December 9th, 10 a.m.,
Cathedral of Saint Paul

All the faithful, ordained and lay, are invited to this
Mass, during which Archbishop Hebda will ordain
eighteen men as permanent deacons. You may also
watch the livestream on the Cathedral’s Facebook

page.

ADVENT EVENING OF
REFLECTION: TO PONDER AS
MARY PONDERED

December 5th, 6:30—8 p.m., Risen Savior, Burnsville

How does Mary’s pondering of the revelation that
she was with child serve as a model of the
contemplative life we are called to follow so that we
may respond to our call to transform the world we
live in? Utilizing the insights of great spiritual writers
as well as engaging in concrete prayer practices, we
will unpack how to be contemplative disciples in a
post-modern world so that Christ may be born anew
in our time. Led by Scott Brazil, Director of Faith
Formation, Pax Christi Community. Learn more at
risensavior.org/seasonal-faith-enrichment.

What to get the spouse who
Aos eV st all...

One size fit.all-Free shipping
This Christmas,
give each other a weekend together.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
FEBRUARY 9-11 ~ BUFFALO, MN
WWME.org 612-234-7440



NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC
CONGRESS: STAY CONNECTED
WITH THE MOVEMENT!

For beautiful reflections and resources on the
Eucharist, as well as updates on the Revival, subscribe
to receive the “Heart of the Revival” weekly
newsletter at eucharisticrevival.org.

FIRE ON THE HILL

Second Saturday of the Month, after the 5:15 p.m.
Mass, Cathedral of Saint Paul

On the second Saturday of each month, the 5:15
p.m. Saturday evening Mass will be followed by a
time of praise and worship. Prayer ministry will also
be included for healing and prophetic
encouragement.

Presiders:

December 2nd (the one time it’s the 1st Saturday):
Father Michael Becker

January 13th: Bishop Joseph Williams

February 10th: Archbishop Bernard Hebda

March 9th: Father Jonathan Kelly

April 13th: TBD

May 11th: Father Jon Vander Ploeg

ADVENT EVENING OF RENEWAL

December 6th, 6:30—8:30 p.m.,
St. John Neumann, Eagan

An Advent evening of guided reflection, prayer
ministry, adoration, and songs of praise. Encounter
Jesus as He comes to us and allow Jesus to encounter
us as we await His coming with joyful hope.
Confession and hospitality available after the 5:30
p.m. Wednesday Mass.

FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF
CHRISTIAN CHARITY
DISCERNMENT EVENTS

Single Catholic women age 20-35: Franciscan Sisters
invite you to in-person and online Discernment Events
designed for you. Discover your calling and purpose.
Visit www.fscc-calledtobe.org or contact Sr. Julie Ann
at (920) 323-9632.

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS

Saturday, December 9th, 7 p.m.,
Holy Cross Catholic Church, Minneapolis

This service is a musical celebration combining
seasonal carols, choral music, and Scripture readings.
Our observance of this English tradition has a
uniquely Polish flare, and it features beloved koledy
and even a couple of readings in Polish! This program
features choral music by Hildegard von Bingen,
Palestrina, Rheinberger, Backman, 15th Cent. Anon,
Elgar, Handel, and Rachmaninoff. Free and open to
the public with festive reception to follow!

COME TO PACEM IN TERRIS FOR
A TRANSFORMATIVE ADVENT
RETREAT

Allow God’s love to heal, nourish, and transform your
life. Find rest in body, mind, and spirit in this
hermitage sanctuary. No schedules or daily
distractions. Pacem in Terris offers guests an
environment of silence to pray and enter into an
intimate union with God. Open year-round. Gift
certificates available.

For Reservations, call (763) 444-6408
Learn more at www.paceminterris.org

26399 Highway 47 NW, Isanti, MN 55040

THE EUCHARIST SOURCE AND
SUMMIT

The Basilica of St. Mary, Minneapolis

On June 19th, 2022 the Catholic Church in the
United States embarked on a three-year journey to
encourage a deeper understanding of the mystery of
the Eucharist. We just finished the Year of Diocesan
Eucharistic Revival which saw many initiatives in
different dioceses throughout the country. Currently
we are in the Year of Parish Revival which will
culminate with a Eucharistic Congress to be held in
Indianapolis from July 17th-24th. The Basilica invites
you to participate in several initiatives, including a
series of lectures on different aspects of the
Eucharist.
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Bertas Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

Traditional Earth Burial
Cremation Services
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Health Services in Jordan
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(952) 473-4157 952-428-1200 952-448-4841 Chaska

Steve Kokesh www.stfrancis-shakopee.com www.progressvalleyelectric.com

John F. Rooney, Il - Parishioner

(952) 479-7053 952-237-7692

Specializing in Commercial Insurance
(952) 842-1134 207 N Chestnut St #110 Chaska Fikvinnstiphotogeaphy. i
www.advanceins.com/john-f-rooney-ii www.patronchaska.com

Iy Teachers Make Great Realtors! PRAIRIE
Mary Pat Nydahl EdinaRealty FARM su PPLY
marypatnydahl@edinarealty.com 952'873'4234

TheNydahlGroup.com B s 115 W. Church ¢+ Belle Plaine

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT °‘il
ORGANIZATION NEED s
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.
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