
The Churches of The Guardian Angels                    
and Saint Nicholas 

215 Second Street West, Chaska, MN 55318 •  www.gachaska.org •  (952) 227-4000  

412 Fourth Street West, Carver, MN 55315 • www.stnicholascarver.org •  (952) 448-2345 

Guardian Angels Staff 

        Reconciliation: 

Saturday: 8:00 -8:45 a.m. 
Saturday: 3:15 -4:15 p.m. 

Or by appointment 

        Daily Masses: 

Tuesday: 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. 
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. 
Friday: 6:00 p.m.  
        bilingual at Saint Nicholas 

Weekly Liturgy Schedule / Horario de Misas 

        Sunday Masses: 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. at Saint Nicholas 
Sunday: 12:30 p.m. in Spanish 

Eucharistic Adoration: 

Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Reconciliación: 

Sábado: 8:00-8:45 a.m. 
Sábado: 3:15-4:15 p.m. 

 
Adoración Eucarística: 

Jueves: 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 

Misas diarias: 

Martes: 5:30 p.m. 
Miércoles: 8:00 a.m. 
Jueves : 8:00 a.m. 
Viernes: 6:00 p.m.  
        bilingüe en San Nicolás  

      Misas dominicales: 

Sábado: 4:30 p.m. 
Domingo: 8:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. 
Domingo: 12:30 p.m. en español 

Parish Office Front Desk: 
info@gachaska.org 
952-227-4000 

Father Tony VanderLoop, Pastor: 
frtonyvanderloop@gachaska.org 
(952) 679-9415 

Deacon John Cleveland: 
jcleveland@gachaska.org 

Deacon Bob Burns: 
bburns@gachaska.org 

Joel Swanson, Business Administrator/
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
jswanson@gachaska.org 
(952) 227-4001 

Brittany Kaufmann, Director of Music 
and Liturgy: 
bkaufmann@gachaska.org 
(763) 355-6905 

Viviana Sotro, Latino Ministry               
Coordinator: 
vsotro@gachaska.org 
(952) 227-4010 

Bulletin: bulletin@gachaska.org 
Prayer Chain: prayer@gachaska.org 

Saint Nicholas Staff 
Father Tony VanderLoop, Pastor: 
frtonyvanderloop@gachaska.org 
(952) 679-9415 

Joel Swanson, Business Administrator/
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
jswanson@gachaska.org 
(952) 227-4001 

Father Jim Devorak, Retired 

Monday: 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Friday: 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

      Grupo de Oración 

Jueves: 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

Office Hours 

October 13th, 2024 



Monday, October 14th 

6:00 p.m. Daughters of Isabella Meeting, St. Francis Hall 

 

Tuesday, October 15th 

5:30 p.m. Mass,  Steven Guillemette 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft 

7:00 p.m. Lifespark Presentation: Hospice Care,  
 St. Francis Hall 

Wednesday, October 16th 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

6:45 p.m. Feed My Starving Children,   
 18732 Lake Drive East, Chanhassen 

 

Thursday, October 17th 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

 

Friday, October 18th 

6:00 p.m. Mass (SN) 

 

Saturday, October 19th 

8:00 a.m. Confessions, GA Church 

9:00 a.m., Mom’s Group, Room 004 

3:15 p.m. Confessions, GA Church 

4:30 p.m. Mass,  John Gonsalves 

 

Sunday, October 20th 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

8:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast, Gym 

10:00 a.m. Mass,  Ray and Helen Therres 

10 a.m. Mass (SN), The Well-Being of JoAnne Aronson 

12:30 p.m. Mass (Spanish), Para la Gente 

2:00 p.m. Respect Life Group Meeting, St. Francis Hall 

Church Calendar 

RECIBE EL BOLETÍN POR CORREO     

ELECTRÓNICO ¡DIRECTAMENTE A USTED! 

 Guardian Angels Lay Leadership Positions 

Larry Schmid, Trustee: (612) 670-7655 
David Pohlen, Trustee: (952) 428-9649 
Steve Rasmussen, Facilities Council Chair: (612) 802-6442 
Francis Kerber, Cemetery Board Chair: (952) 836-5467 
Scott Guillemette, Finance Council Chair: (952) 227-4000 
Bill Van Hecke, Pastoral Council Chair: (612) 812-8615 

Saint Nicholas Lay Leadership Positions 

Elaine Ess, Cemetery: (571) 315-4980 
Darlene Mahowald, Prayer Chain/Funeral: (952) 448-4464 
John Turek, Trustee, Finance/Property Chair: (952) 448-2345 
Dan Svoboda, Trustee: (952) 448-2345 
Prayer Garden: (952) 913-4964 

¿Sabías que puedes recibir este   boletín en tu bandeja de    
entrada de correo electrónico? ¡Puedes! Llame a la oficina   
parroquial para registrarse.  

GET THE BULLETIN EMAILED DIRECTLY 

TO YOU! 

Did you know that you can get this bulletin sent to your email 
inbox? You can! Call the Parish Office to get signed up. 

BULLETIN SUBMITTALS 
Please submit announcements, feature articles, or event      
summaries for the bulletin for Guardian Angels or St. Nicholas 
by email at bulletin@gachaska.org by 12 p.m. the Tuesday    
before. Photographs must be in .jpg format. 

ENVÍOS AL BOLETÍN 

Si tiene algo que enviar para el boletín de Guardian Angels o   
St. Nicholas, envíe un correo electrónico a bulltin@gachaska.org 
antes de las 12:00 p.m. el martes anterior. Fotografía debe estar 
en formato .jpg.  

ANOINTING 

 If you wish to receive an anointing please call the Parish 
Office: (952) 227-4000. 

HOSPITAL, NURSING HOME,                    

AND HOMEBOUND VISITS 

Churches are no longer notified by hospitals or nursing homes 
when a parishioner is admitted unless the family has requested 
it. If you or a family member are homebound, hospitalized or in 
a nursing home and would like a visit from a member of the 
ministry staff, please call the Parish Office. 



Mass Intentions:  

Mass intentions may be for the living and/or the departed, 
with a  designating in the bulletin a deceased person. 
There is a $10 suggested donation per Mass intention. 
Permission from the sick person or his/her family must be 
granted before a name’s inclusion in these prayers. To 
schedule a Mass intention, please call the Parish Office. 

Baptism:  

Our Baptism Belonging Class is required for all parents as a 
first step to Baptism of your child. Please call Father Tony 
VanderLoop, Pastor, at 952-679-9415 to sign up for a 
class. We encourage Godparents to attend.  Baptisms are 
scheduled once per month after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday 
Mass. Special dates requested for Baptism will be consid-
ered and accommodated depending on circumstances.  

Matrimony:  

Marriage preparation is required. Please call Father Tony 
VanderLoop, Pastor, at 952-679-9415 at least 8 months in 
advance.  
 

Communion for the Homebound:  

When we come together to pray at our Eucharistic liturgy, 
we do not forget the members of our community who are 
unable to be with us because of ill health. We remember 
them in our prayers, and we wish to include them in our 
Holy Communion. Members of our community bring the 
Blessed Sacrament to them to comfort them and to unite 
us in the Eucharist. We are not always aware of those who 
have this need. Please call the Parish Office to let us know 
if you or a member of your family would like to have Holy 
Communion brought to them. Then we can schedule a 
time for our ministers to visit and bring the Sacrament. 

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 

Domingo: Sab 7, 7-11/Sal 89, 12-13. 14-15. 16-17 (14)/Heb 4, 
12-13/Mc 10, 17-30 o 10, 17-27 
Lunes: Gal 4, 22-24. 26-27. 31—5, 1/Sal 112, 1-2. 3-4. 5 y 6-7/
Lc 11, 29-32  
Martes: Gal 5, 1-6/Sal 118, 41. 43. 44. 45. 47. 48/Lc 11, 37-41  
Miércoles: Gal 5, 18-25/Sal 1, 1-2. 3 y 6/Lc 11, 42-46  
Jueves: Ef 1, 1-10/Sal 97, 1. 2-3. 3-4. 5-6/Lc 11, 47-54  
Viernes: 2 Tim 4, 10-17/Sal 144, 10-11. 12-13. 17-18/Lc 10, 1-9    
Sábado: Ef 1, 15-23/Sal 8, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7/Lc 12, 8-12  
Domingo siguiente: Is 53, 10-11/Sal 32, 4-5. 18-19. 20. 22. 
(22)/Heb 4, 14-16/Mc 10, 35-45 o 10, 42-45 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday: Wis 7:7-11/Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 (14)/Heb 4:12-
13/Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27 

Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31—5:1/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 
6-7/Lk 11:29-32 

Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6/Ps 119:41, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48/Lk 11:37-41 

Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2, 3 and 6/Lk 11:42-46 

Thursday: Eph 1:1-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Lk 11:47-54 

Friday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Lk 10:1-9 

Saturday: Eph 1:15-23/Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 12:8-12 

Next Sunday: Is 53:10-11/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22, (22)/Heb 
4:14-16/Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45 

Year-To-Date 7/1/24—10/7/24 

 Guardian Angels St. Nicholas 

Goal, Year-to-Date $195,660 $18,105 

Last Sunday’s Collection $11,239 $1,454 

Total Giving YTD $151,214 $17,818 

Percent of Goal Funded 77% 98% 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks the rich young man to give 
away all that he has in order to have treasure in heaven. 
But he is unable to free himself from his possessions, 
and so he goes sadly away. Does what I own keep me 
from following Jesus? 

Guardian Angels Maintenance Fund: 

Contributions this fiscal year:         $13,826.53 

Expenses this fiscal year:    $28,753.50 

Fund Balance:      $115,431.33 

Maintenance Expenses Paid 7/1/23 to Date:   

New A/C Compressor, Friary Doors, Church Fence, Repair 
Sanctuary/Sacristy windows, replace furnace room win-
dows, church boilers, Gym Lights 

Please remember the Church of the Guardian Angels or Saint Nicholas in your Will. 



This past Monday, we celebrated the memorial day of Our Lady of the Rosary. What a 
timely feast day in this month of our Blessed Virgin and with the all-important election 
coming. Prior to this title for this feast she was called Our Lady of Victory. Tradition holds 
that the rosary was introduced to Saint Dominic in 1214 by our Lady herself. The event 
which solidified this devotion as a memorial day was the battle of Lepanto on October 7th, 
1571. At the time Christendom was under siege by the advancing Ottoman Empire. Many 
believe that a loss of that battle would have led to the fall of the Christian West, including 

countries from which many of us descend. Pope Saint Pius V called for a Holy League and as the fleet set out 
to battle, he armed them with another weapon. The pope called for all Christians to pray the rosary for     
victory and led a rosary procession in Rome and the battle was won. It was an act of self-defense in which 
the combined navies of the Papal States, Venice, and Spain managed to stop the Ottoman navy, slowing the 
Ottoman advance to the west and denying them access to the Atlantic Ocean and the Americas. 
 So what is the rosary and how do these beads increase our faith? Praying the rosary only increases 
our devotion to our Lord Jesus. How is this possible? Saint Louis de Montfort says, “We never give more  
honor to Jesus than when we honor his mother.” Mary says in her Magnificat, “My soul proclaims the    
greatness of the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God, my savior” (Luke 1: 46-48).  Mary’s greatness is not her own 
and she realizes that. Her soul proclaims God’s greatness because it is God, by his divine favor, who           
preserves her from any contagion of sin. As God shows favor to the lowly throughout the ages, Mary         
recognizes that only through the loving glance of the Lord, the favor of the Lord, that in her lowliness all  
generations will call her blessed. 
 This is reflected in the mysteries of the rosary in which, when we pray it, we reflect upon the life, 
death, and resurrection of our Lord. When we pray “Hail Mary, full of grace…” we can ask ourselves, are we, 
too, filling ourselves with his grace? Are we willing to recognize our own lowliness so as to become a joyful 
willing vessel of the Lord? As our Christian predecessors did, so we, too, can confidently call out our Blessed 
Mother in prayer for her intercession during the battles of life. 
 I personally find it helpful to pray the rosary in the car or when I jog. Turning off the radio and praying 

the rosary can be the act of trust that we need to make in order to calm us down, turn to Mary’s                 

intercession, and through doing this, turn to our Lord Jesus for his guidance and mercy. Through our Blessed 

Mother’s intercession, may we be a lively parish that gives witness to our culture around us today and       

always in ever-increasing ways. 

 
Father Tony 

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY, PRAY FOR US! 

WE ARE STILL COLLECTING 

CANS 

If you would like to drop off your cans, small bags can 
go in the bin outside of the can shed behind church. 
Large bags of cans can go on the ground next to the 
bin. Thanks. 

D OF I MEETING 

The Daughters of Isabella will meet in St. Francis Hall, 
Monday, October 14th at 6 p.m. for social hour and 
6:30 for meeting. 

EMERGENCY APPEAL FOR    

HURRICANE RELIEF 

Archbishop Hebda is asking all parishes to take up an 
emergency appeal for hurricane relief this weekend, 
October 12 and 13. Funds collected will be directed 
to Catholic Charities USA for the purpose of provid-
ing emergency relief and support to recover from the 
aftermath of Hurricane Helene and Hurricane Milton. 
Therefore, we will take up this collection this Satur-
day and Sunday in our parishes. It will work best if 
you use your Disaster Relief envelopes (Sept. 10th) 
from your envelope packets if you still have them. 
Please make out checks to “The Church of the Guard-
ian Angels” and write “Hurricane Relief” in the 
memo line. Thank you so much for your mercy 
shown in giving to our brothers and sisters in other 
parts of our country who need our help. 



SMALL GROUPS ARE STARTING 

UP AGAIN THIS FALL! 

Come and See! Our Archbishop dreams and desires a 
church that is connected to one another on our faith 
journey. Please consider joining a small group to    
experience our belonging, fellowship, and friendship 
with one another! We are truly better together! We 
welcome all no matter where you are on your faith 
journey! We have a variety of small groups available; 
Co-ed, Men’s, Women’s, Mom’s, and Dad’s. The 
groups meet at various times and locations. See us at 
the back information desk at church to determine 
which group will work best for you. Or, just contact 
Terry at tkschepers@gmail.com or (612) 599-9901 for 
more information. Our content and discussions this 
fall will be focused on the Mass and the Eucharist. 

YEAR 2 OF WHAT?  

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF OUR 

ARCHDIOCESAN PASTORAL PLAN 

Have you been hearing about “Year 2” and  
wondering what it is all about? We had an  
Archdiocesan Synod in which thousands of comments 
and much discussion around the archdiocese led to 
plans for growth in our archdiocese. Last year (and 
this year) we emphasized small groups. Now, in Year 
2, we are emphasizing learning about and having a 
greater experience of the Mass. See Archbishop  
Hebda’s two-minute video message about Year 2 at 
www.archspm.org/synod and please consider joining 
a small group. It is in these groups that we will learn 
more about the Mass. 

COME TO A PRESENTATION AT 

GUARDIAN ANGELS ON END OF 

LIFE CARE 

Meet in Saint Francis Hall from 7-8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
October 15th to hear a presentation by Cindy     
Crawford of Lifespark Complete Senior Care on      
end-of-life hospice care, what it means, the quality of 
life that is possible, and the care that is available for 
families who are caring for a loved one. Her       
presentation promises to be very informative and  
educational on a topic that affects many of us as we 
care for our parents and other loved ones.  

MOMS GROUP 

Calling all Moms! You are welcome to attend our 
next Saturday morning Moms Group. 
 
Saturday, Oct. 19th from 9-10:30 a.m. in room 004, 
(enter door 2). 
 
We meet 1st & 3rd Saturdays for a morning to pray, 
reflect, and connect with one another. Refreshments 
provided. Childcare available—please RSVP to Jenna 
Salinas with number of kids, (call/text 612-201-
4894). 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 

October is Mission Month 
 
As we begin the month of October, we enter a      
special period of reflection and action for our 
Church’s missionary efforts worldwide. World       
Mission Sunday, which will be celebrated on October 
20th, is a vital time for all Catholics to support the 
spread of the Gospel in mission territories. This 
year’s theme, chosen by Pope Francis, is “Go and  
invite everyone to the banquet,” emphasizing our call 
to bring God’s love and message to all corners of the 
world. 
 
The contributions collected on World Mission Sunday 
are crucial for sustaining the Church’s mission in over 
1,150 territories where the Church is still young or 
struggling. Historically, the Church in the United 
States was once a beneficiary of these missionary 
efforts, and now we have the opportunity to give 
back and support our brothers and sisters around the 
globe. Let us prepare our hearts and minds to engage 
fully in this mission throughout the month. 

PRAY THE RESPECT LIFE  

NOVENA! 

Get the daily prayers by email or text message at 
www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month-novena and 
keep praying and speaking for life! Join thousands of 
Catholics across the country praying for the           
protection of human life from conception to natural 
death. Each day of the novena features a different 
prayer intention, a short reflection, ideas for building 
a culture of life, and more. The novena is meant to 
be prayed October 22nd-30th. 



CANTORS FOR MASS 

Have you ever thought about becoming a cantor? We 
are looking for new cantors for both Guardian Angels 
and Saint Nicholas. You will get trained in on how to 
lead the congregation in joyful praise to the Lord! 
 
For more information or to sign up, contact Brittany 
Kaufmann at bkaufmann@gachaska.org 

THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A 

CATHOLIC? 

Through OCIA, the Church invites you to learn more 
about its rich traditions and deep roots as the family 
of God. At Guardian Angels, we invite you to join our 
Encounter Group that meets on Wednesday         
evenings from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. The Encounter 
Group involves parents of children and youth in 
Faith Formation and other parishioners who want to 
learn more about their faith. We have a large group 
presentation with small group prayer and reflection 
that we believe you will enjoy. 
 
Additionally, we will celebrate the rites of the    
Catholic Church that allow you to become Catholic 
and/or celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism,       
Confirmation, or First Eucharist. 
 
Call or email Father Tony VanderLoop at 
frtonyvanderloop@gachaska.org or (952) 679-9415. 
Or, contact Deacon John Cleveland at                 
jcleveland@gachaska.org 

Do you know of someone who is thinking about  
becoming a Catholic? Please invite them to come to 
Guardian Angels! 
 
Do you have a desire to learn more about the    
Gospel and the teachings of the Catholic Church? 
 
Do you have a desire to know and love God more? 
 
Have you (or a family member or friend)              
considered becoming Catholic? 
 
We invite you to join OCIA (Order of Christian      
Initiation of Adults). 

CELEBRATE LIFE IN OCTOBER! 

Every human life is a precious gift from God, created 
in His image and loved unconditionally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GA will be distributing birthday bags to all children of 
the parish ages 10 and under on the last weekend of 
the month. We encourage families to embrace this 
opportunity to celebrate and talk to their children 
about the value of every human life from conception 
to natural death. 

Happy Birthday! 

You are 
special & 
loved! 

REMEMBER TO SIGN UP FOR 

ELECTRONIC GIVING! 

As we have announced, we are beginning a new  
electronic giving campaign and are now switching to 
ParishSOFT as our e-giving platform. 
 
Both new and current online givers, we remind you 
to create a new ParishSOFT e-giving account with 
your giving selections. It’s very easy to set up your 
account! Go to our website, gachaska.org. At the  
upper right of the home page, click on “Giving.” 
Then, scroll down and click on “Setup or Login to 
Your Account.” Then, click on “Signin.” Then, scroll 
down to click on “Don’t have a giving account?     
Create One.” Then, you can enter in your personal 
information. 
 
The advantages of electronic giving with ParishSOFT 
is that it saves you time and you can now give to any 
of our second collections. So, there is no need for      
envelopes! Let’s make our giving as effective, 
planned, and prioritized as it can be by choosing 
electronic giving with our new platform. 
 
Thank you! 



THE OUTDOOR MASS WAS FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT! 

We give special thanks to God and to the members of our Sunday Experience Commission for their diligent 
planning in making our Outdoor Mass on Saturday evening, October 5th a great success. The spirit was in the 
afternoon breeze and many came to celebrate our life in God and all that God is doing. Thank you so much 
for all of your efforts. Now, we have something to build on for next spring. 



   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  Guardian Angels, Chaska, MN A 4C 02-1179

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Gina Shaughnessy

 
gshaughnessy@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2487

952-448-4841      Chaska
www.progressvalleyelectric.com

Bertas Funeral Home &
Cremation Services
Traditional Earth Burial

Cremation Services
Prearrangements

Pre-Funding

200 West 3rd St. • Chaska, MN
952-448-2137 

www.bertasfh.com

952-428-1200
www.stfrancis-shakopee.com

■ Windows ■ Doors ■ Siding ■ Roofing
Tom Gestach  Lic. #BC077969 
Owner & President  Carver, MN 55315 
C (612) 270-3264  tomg@tjexteriors.com  
B (952) 448-4312 www.tjexteriors.com

PRAIRIE
FARM SUPPLY
952-873-4234
115 W. Church • Belle Plaine

952-403-0058  John Hennes

952-403-0058  John Hennes
2237 Valley View Rd • Shakopee, MN 55379

hennessepticpumping.com

(952) 473-4157
Steve Kokesh

(952) 479-7053
207 N Chestnut St #110 Chaska

www.patronchaska.com

Teachers Make Great Realtors!
Mary Pat Nydahl
952-239-4420
marypatnydahl@edinarealty.com
TheNydahlGroup.com

909 Enterpride Drive
952-873-2234

952-445-9110 
KubesRealty.com

E
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Commission 
Full Service

John F. Rooney, II - Parishioner
Specializing in Commercial Insurance

(952) 842-1134
www.advanceins.com/john-f-rooney-ii

Please cut out this  
“Thank You Ad”  

and present it the next time you 
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank 
You

Thank you for advertising 
in our church bulletin. 
I am patronizing your 
business because of it!

(952) 479-0244
Ashley & Bill Boecker

Owners / Parishioners
Chaska@snapfitness.com

1012 Gateway Dr, Chaska, MN

(763) 307-2800
Anoka • Loretto • Shakopee

LanoEquip.com

Giese’s
Plumbing & Services LLC
Plumbing • Heating • Full Mechanical

Eric Giese (612) 483-6203

GPSPlumbing3@gmail.com

DIRT & SNOW CONTRACTING
ADDITIONS / FOUNDATIONS • LAND CLEARING

POOL EXCAVATIONS

(952) 448-1814 | Randy Worm, Parishioner
www.RLExcavating.com          Chaska

(952) 807-9983
131 W. 4th St., Chaska

Winslow Monument Service

(952) 368-7575
www.wmsmonuments.com

Family-owned Chaska 
business for over 25 years

Rex Greenwald, President 
(763) 316-6409
www.TerexRoofing.com
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In their statement on Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship, the Catholic bishops 
of the United States identify the four main 

principles of the Church’s social teaching and 
apply them to some concrete issues. This is not 
to tell the faithful for whom or against whom 
to vote, but instead to help them form their 
consciences in accordance with God’s truth as 
they approach this often-challenging decision. 
The four main principles are the Dignity of the 
Human Person, the Common Good, Solidarity, 
and Subsidiarity. They are all interrelated. This 
bulletin focuses on the Common Good, and the 
other three principles are covered in three other 
bulletins in this series.

The Common Good is “the sum total of 
social conditions which allow people, either 
as groups or as individuals, to reach their ful-
fillment more fully and more easily.”1 Human 
dignity is respected and the common good is 
fostered only if human rights are protected 
and basic responsibilities are met. Every 
human being has a right to life, a right to 
religious freedom, and a right to have access 
to those things required for human decency.

Corresponding to these rights are duties 
and responsibilities—to ourselves, to our fam-
ilies, to the larger society, and to the earth.2 

The Common Good
In short, we should seek “to build that kind 
of society where it is easier for people to be 
good.”3

In the midst of a “throwaway world” in 
which some members of the human family “can 
be readily sacrificed for the sake of others con-
sidered worthy of a carefree existence,” Pope 
Francis urges us to build a “culture of encoun-
ter” in which those most in need receive our 
greatest concern and attention. We must “place 
at the center of all political, social and eco-
nomic activity the human person, who enjoys 
the highest dignity, and respect for the common 
good.”4 

As we seek to imitate the Good Samaritan, 
who was neighbor to all, we pursue the Com-
mon Good in order that every individual and 
all people can flourish.5

• Marriage and the family are the central 
institutions of social life – the primary 

“In short, we should 
seek ‘to build that 
kind of society where 
it is easier for people 
to be good.’”

H

H

H



school of virtue, where we first experience 
common rather than merely individual 
goods – and so these institutions should be 
supported and strengthened. 

• Likewise, as one human family dwelling in 
our common home, we must hear “both the 
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” and 
respond to climate change with actions to 
better protect creation for our brothers and 
sisters now and in generations to come.6

• Accepting the entire world as a gift from the 
Father, and as our common home includes 
accepting our bodies as God’s gift, whereas 
thinking that we enjoy absolute power over 
our own bodies turns, often subtly, into 
thinking that we enjoy absolute power over 
creation.7

• We recognize and protect the right to reli-
gious liberty, our first and most cherished 
freedom. The protection of conscience and 
religious liberty is an indispensable ele-
ment of the common good – a fundamental 
human right that knows no geographical 
boundaries.8

• While the common good embraces all, 
those who are weak, vulnerable, and most 
in need deserve special concern, which the 
Church describes as the preferential option for 
the poor.9 Laws and policies must prioritize 
those who struggle to make ends meet and 
must preserve the social safety net and pro-
mote decent jobs, affordable housing, and 
childcare.

Pope Benedict XVI writes in Caritas in Ver-
itate (Charity in Truth): “To desire the common 
good and strive towards it is a requirement of 
justice and charity.” We must be attentive to the 

common good “juridically, civilly, politically 
and culturally” in the life of society. “The more 
we strive to secure a common good correspond-
ing to the real needs of our neighbors,” he 
writes, “the more effectively we love them.”10 
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Winter Wear Drive

Adult and kids sizes 
gently used or new Items.

Please no tears, stains or broken zippers

Winter Coats
Snow Pants
Warm Boots

Hats
Waterproof mittens

and gloves

Drive: Oct. 1st - Oct. 31

To Receive Help
Visit: LoveINCcc.org

Call: 952-448-3261

Drop Off Sites
Discovery United Methodist 
Love INC Partner Churches

Carver County Libraries
Chaska Community Center

Chaska Curling Center

Needed:



 Sunday, October 20th 

 Sunday, November 17th  

Adults: $12 / Kids 6 to 12: $5 / Kids under 5: FREE / Family*: $40 

*’Family’ is defined as parent(s) and their minor children 

Serving from 8 a.m. to noon 

2 Sundays in 2024! 

 

Our MENU! 

Pancakes & French Toast 
Blueberry Pancakes 

Breakfast Sausage 

Scrambled Eggs 

Coffee / Juice / Milk / Water 
 

Knights of Columbus   Parish of Guardian Angels   Council 9141 

In Chaska! 
Guardian Angels Gym 

Close to Guardian Angels Catholic Church 

215 West 2nd Street — GA Gym is a block south 

at the corner of 1st Street & Cedar Street 

Proceeds go in 
part to various 
area charities! 

BREAKFAST! 
Pancake 


